
W
e 

liv
e i

n 
a p

er
io

d 
of

 u
np

re
ce

de
nt

ed
 ex

pa
ns

io
n,

 w
ith

 m
an

y o
f t

he
 w

or
ld

’s 
m

aj
or

 

ci
tie

s c
on

fr
on

te
d 

by
 m

as
s-

m
ig

ra
tio

n.
 Th

e r
el

at
io

ns
hi

p 
be

tw
ee

n 
ur

ba
ni

sa
tio

n 

an
d 

th
e 

na
tu

ra
l w

or
ld

 is
 a

 fr
ag

ile
 o

ne
, a

nd
 w

as
 n

ev
er

 in
te

nd
ed

 to
 la

st
. A

s 
a 

co
ns

eq
ue

nc
e 

of
 t

he
 p

er
pe

tu
al

 in
ta

ke
 o

f 
in

ha
bi

ta
nt

s, 
m

an
y 

of
 t

he
 w

or
ld

s 

po
pu

la
tio

n-
hu

bs
 a

re
 fa

ci
ng

 a
 cr

is
is

, c
on

se
qu

en
tly

 le
ad

in
g 

to
 a

n 
in

cr
ea

se
 in

 u
rb

an
 ex

pa
ns

io
n,

 w
hi

ch
 in

 m
an

y 

in
st

an
ce

s r
eq

ui
re

s t
he

 sa
cr

ifi
ce

 o
f t

he
 n

at
ur

al
 re

so
ur

ce
s, 

ne
ar

by
.



Th
e 

m
om

en
ts

 sp
en

t w
it

h 
yo

u 
ar

e 
am

on
g 

m
y 

m
os

t t
re

as
ur

ed
 m

em
or

ie
s,

 a
nd

 I 
ta

ke
 c

om
fo

rt
 n

ow
 in

 th
e 

ec
ho

s o
f 

th
e 

pa
st

. I
 c

an
 fe

el
 yo

ur
 te

nd
er

 to
uc

h,
 a

s y
ou

 b
ec

ko
n 

m
e 

to
 st

ay
. F

or
 w

e 
m

us
t n

ow
 p

ar
t, 

an
d 

th
e 

se
as

on
s t

he
y 

w
ill

 
ch

an
ge

. I
 li

st
en

 c
lo

se
ly

, t
o 

th
e 

ge
nt

le
 so

un
ds

 o
f y

ou
r s

on
g 

an
d 

lin
ge

r f
or

 a
 w

hi
le

, o
n 

al
l t

he
 h

is
to

ry
 th

at
 is

 g
on

e.
An

 o
rc

he
st

ra
 b

eg
in

s t
o 

pl
ay

, a
s n

at
ur

e 
gi

ve
s w

ay
 to

 p
ro

gr
es

s,
 a

nd
 th

e 
co

ld
 to

uc
h 

of
 m

od
er

ni
ty

 b
es

ie
ge

s t
he

 yo
un

g 
br

ig
ht

 th
in

gs
 o

f s
pr

in
g.

 I 
ha

d 
w

at
ch

ed
 a

s y
ou

 tr
an

sf
or

m
ed

, a
nd

 a
s t

re
es

 g
av

e w
ay

 to
 c

on
cr

et
e,

 I 
m

ou
rn

ed
 e

ve
rm

or
e.

La
nd

 b
en

ea
th

 u
s,

 yo
u 

ar
e 

al
l t

ha
t w

e 
ar

e,
 a

nd
 p

ro
vi

de
 u

s w
it

h 
al

l t
ha

t w
e w

ill
 n

ee
d,

 a
nd

 so
m

ed
ay

 in
 th

e 
fu

tu
re

, y
ou

 
w

ill
 e

m
br

ac
e 

m
y 

la
st

 sl
ee

p.
 F

or
 n

ex
t t

o 
yo

u,
 I 

w
ill

 sl
um

be
r f

ar
 in

to
 th

e 
et

er
na

l f
la

m
e.

 I 
am

 th
in

ki
ng

 o
f y

ou
, n

ow
. A

nd
 

al
l t

ha
t y

ou
 c

ou
ld

 b
e,

 if
 o

nl
y 

th
ey

 w
ou

ld
 se

e 
al

l t
ha

t y
ou

 d
o 

ne
ed

.



A
nd

 in
du

st
ry

 it
 m

ar
ch

es
 o

n,
 y

ou
r 

bo
dy

 is
 t

ir
ed

 a
nd

 s
ca

rr
ed

. 

Th
e 

u
nr

el
en

ti
ng

 p
ro

gr
es

s,
 c

ar
es

 li
tt

le
 fo

r 
m

y 
dr

ea
m

. O
f 

op
en

 s
pa

ce
 a

nd
 w

il
df

lo
w

er
s,

 s
w

ay
in

g 
in

 t
he

 w
in

d.

O
n 

a 
co

ld
 a

ft
er

no
on

, w
e 

sa
t 

on
 a

 g
ra

ss
y 

hi
ll

 a
nd

 w
ai

te
d 

fo
r 

th
e 

co
nc

re
te

 s
tr

u
ct

u
re

s,
 a

s 
th

e 
tr

ee
s 

be
gi

n 
to

 f
al

l. 

Th
is

 la
nd

sc
ap

e 
is

 r
ea

ch
in

g-
ou

t,
 c

al
li

ng
 m

e 
to

 s
ta

y,
 a

nd
 y

et
 I

 m
u

st
 n

ow
 d

ep
ar

t,
 fo

r 
th

is
 is

 o
u

r 
la

st
 d

ay
. I

 b
id

 

yo
u

 a
 f

ar
ew

el
l, 

an
d 

m
y 

lo
ve

 fo
r 

yo
u

r 
re

m
ai

ns
.

Be
ne

at
h 

th
e 

sh
ad

e 
of

 t
he

 t
re

es
, I

 lo
ok

 o
u

t 
at

 t
he

 s
ky

li
ne

 a
nd

 s
ee

 a
 s

ea
 o

f 
sa

te
ll

it
es

 a
nd

 a
er

ia
ls

, d
an

ci
ng

 in
 t

he
 

w
in

d.
 A

nd
 a

sk
 m

ys
el

f,
 w

he
re

 w
il

l i
t 

le
ad

?

Th
e 

sy
st

em
at

ic
 d

ec
on

st
ru

ct
io

n 
of

 t
he

 n
at

u
ra

l w
or

ld
 c

an
 o

nl
y 

le
ad

 t
o 

an
 u

nc
er

ta
in

 f
u

tu
re

. A
nd

 s
o,

 it
 is

 b
et

te
r 

if
 w

e 
ch

oo
se

 t
o 

pa
rt

 n
ow

, f
or

ev
er

. 

I w
is

h 
yo

u
 w

el
l, 

in
 a

ll
 t

ha
t y

ou
 d

o.

G
oo

db
ye

.




